Church pulls out all the stops
as restored organ plays again

Parishioners praise sweet sound of success in £100,000 project

BY CHRIS STORY

has been. He's been the

organist at St Mary's for 20

years and says the difference
noticeabl

sounds a bit brighter and
clearer because the pipes
have been cleaned and all the
inner mechanisms repaired
and renewed,” he said.

“We had an open evening
on Friday and there was a
good response. A lot of peaple

pany that originally built it

sbopsmmsm-ynmldm
commented on how good it
sounded.”

The organ is one of the key
features of St Mary’s. A sur-
vey about a decade ago high-
lighted work that could be
done as the years rolled on.

One of the main problems
was with the action mech-

_ anism. Some notes were not

working while others started
sticking, along with prob-

Restoration has been car-
ried out by Harrison & Har-

rison, the Durham-based
company that originally built
the organ - regarded as a fine
example of its time - in 1912.

“They have done an excel-
lent job ~ rea].ly good,” Mr
Shingler said.

The organist, whose day
job is an accountant, was also

highlighting the
of the church’s place in the
community.

“Money’s come from gen-
erous local people, along with
one or two grants from

Mary's as a real part of Wig-
ton and part of their lives.

“We've had these good
responses to appeals before.
We had a roof appeal a few
years ago and raised quite a
bit of money.”

Mr Shingler is only the
fourth organist at St Mary's
in the century that the organ
has been in place, having suc-
ceeded William Mitchinson,

whnhaﬂbeenp]aylngitninw
the 1940s, in 1992.

“This shows that once you
get this job you don't want to
give it up,” he said.

“The work that's been done
will last a long time. Hope-
fully for the rest of my career
it should need very little
doing to it —although I hope I
have many more years.”
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Well worth i Church organist David Shingler at St Mary’s Church in Wigton plays the organ after it had
fts first complete overhaul since being built in 1912 PICTURES: DAVID HOLLINS |




